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Small tea gardens and Environment:
A case of Golaghat District, Assam

Debajyoti Goswami
Reena Chetia Gogoi

I n trod uction: .:
Tea industry being the rargest industriar sector of th* ,trt" ir r;

itrt\', fPo

playing a dominant role.in the elonomy 
"ttirr"*i['lii, ,ir"''rrrs"ii.i

:#:,:r_il',:::]^y:: * the srare, 
:,.0,"t, is contributing , r,igg*, j

:*': j'" j1;:':':":T:,i.' 
.l f -*' : 

-; rn e i,,,p o.ta ;; ;; ;;",, "i,T; 
i

can be' reilizetl fiom the rbct thar Assam arone produces morc ttrui ,
l?l:-:l j*,a's totat productioir. Further assam tea atso conrribures, iJ: 

:i:substantiaily to the national exchequ.. 
"*f, year irr the shape of ::

foreign exchangethrough its export. 
- -'J ) Y*' '!' lrrv o"aP! u 

,,!A new chapter in .the history of Assam in respect of t.u j
::**:::_if,l"i* with rheadv.nr of concept of tea growir*,rii
il:,,.,1,?,,0:::...,ll.i?,*e 

who intended ro g" ii [, *,?,r,;iilr. i
.-,nL' wrrr dchnltely agree that this conccpt has rc'olutionized theproduction scenario of rea, ancl. thereby Iiis estabrisrr-a ii ii.*rv'i*the growth of econom,v substantiaily.Lt " 

"---,rv Bruwul or economy- substantiaily.rit :i
It was a historic year of Assam,s economy when then,Agriculture Minister Soneswar goru unnornced in 197g, in the :Assam. Assembly that no bar would be imposed if any one irrr.ni"i.to cultivate tea in 10 bigfias of land. This was of-course not enactedllThat historic announcement give a clarion *uil und r"rr;r;;;;;i; i

lllr^"_:::.pr otrea growing in villages by local ,", gro*"r!.'Wi,f,this announcement GangaOhar Saikia if C"f rg,,ri ffi;; "} i#il:,
-1,,,1::^T:: ,i1 ,e11e1dins the. concept of -rea 

gro*ing- tr-*.,:village/btock/tuhsir rancr, untiringry- pr-t"".-.r "ii*r"i? il, 'io

r---,),-k ",'iu$$ffi
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